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Infroduction

As the Board of Directors of Toward Freedom
came to the difficult decision to cease publica-
tion in July, 2023, we reflected on the long and
storied history of the publication going back to
its founding in 1952.

OAU Founding Conference

In the aftermath of World War II, anti-colonial
movements spread throughout the world giving
rise to the non-aligned movement. At the end of
1952 Bill Lloyd started a newsletter to inform
readers in the US about independence move-
ments in Africa and the non-aligned movement
in general.

Called Toward Freedom, Lloyd’s newsletter
would evolve over the next 70 years into a
print magazine and then a website with the
mission to publish international reporting from
a grassroots perspective and incisive analysis

Rebecca Kemble

that exposed government and corporate abus-
es of power, while supporting movements for
universal peace, justice, freedom, the environ-
ment, and human rights.

Hundreds of thousands of readers have sub-
scribed to the magazine and visited the website
to read about issues rarely — or poorly — cov-
ered by the US mainstream media. Provocative
and at times controversial, Toward Freedom
has consistently published a wide diversity of
voices from the frontlines of liberation strug-
gles around the world.

None of this would have been possible without
the dedication of the Lloyd family and other

committed financial supporters, as well as the
editors, photographers and writers across the
globe who brought thousands of stories to life.

This volume is a collection of essays written

by past editors, writers and board members
reflecting on their involvement with the publi-
cation, bracketed by biographical notes written
by Bill Lloyd in the late 1970s to accompany
the gift of his personal files and correspon-
dence to the Melvin J. Herskovits Library of
African Studies at Northwestern University,
and a concluding essay by Gnaka Lagoke which
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connects the roots of TFwith present-day
initiatives for Pan-African Unity and liberation
from neocolonialism.

Each essay reveals a different facet of Toward
Freedom and illustrates what the publication
has meant to a wide variety of people working
in and around liberation movements. From its
inception, TF'has been rooted in on-the-ground
struggles and a spirit of determination that or-
ganized people acting in solidarity can change
oppressive systems.

Bill Lloyd’s personal correspondence with
world leaders like Tom Mboya, Nnamdi Aziki-
we, Kwame Nkrumah, Daniel Chapman and
Eleanor Roosevelt is full of strategic political
questions, and also contains hard asks of those
in power, as well as offers of material support
for movement building and education, reveal-
ing deeply personal connections with many of
those with whom he collaborated.

The brief letter printed on the cover of this
book was a response to Lloyd’s apology for
springing questions on Roosevelt during an

in person event in Chicago in which he also
requested that she use her influence at the
United Nations to urge the UK, France and Por-
tugal to “liquidate the remnants of their former
colonial empires.” He further cautioned:

...If the colonial powers wait until they are igno-
miniously expelled from their possessions by
force, they will be branded permanently in the
eyes of the rest of the human race as defeated
but impenitent imnperialists. A firrn American
policy would do better for Western Europe than
it knows how to do for itself.”

A similar blend of activism and journalism
brought me to the TF board in 2017. I was
recruited by then-President of the Board Sam
Mayfield, an independent filmmaker and jour-
nalist who I met while documenting her arrest
at the Wisconsin State Capitol in 2011. I was
writing for The Progressive magazine and was
a founding member of the Wisconsin Citizens
Media Cooperative which was organized to
report on the details of how Scott Walker and
his billionaire backers were systematically dis-
mantling democratic institutions in the state
after a massive rightwing takeover of all three
branches of government.

I entered the organization during a time of
transition as we attempted to broaden the
base of financial support and diversify reader-
ship on a shoestring budget. After six years of
trying different approaches, we were unable
to come up with the resources to survive in a
media environment that has been completely
transformed since the days of sending paper
newsletters through the US Postal Service.
Keeping up with the algorithms on all the
social media platforms while editing and pub-
lishing original multi-media stories from writ-
ers across the globe is a great deal to ask of a
part-time editor, and fundraising with a small
volunteer board was not enough to sustain TF's
mission.
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TF board member Jacqueline Lugman and Kamau

Franklin ot the 2022 African Peoples’ Forum

We are gratified to witness the resurgence of
Pan-Africanism and new expressions of anti-
colonialism and the Non-Aligned Movement,
and we applaud the multitude of independent
and grassroots media outlets sharing news of
liberation struggles on the ground.

Passing on the baton of critical, independent
journalism, we look forward to the next gen-
eration of freedom fighters’ and independent
media makers’ contributions to the creation of
a new and just world for all.

A luta continual!

For the Toward Freedom Board of Directors
Rebecca Kemble, Vice-President and Treasurer
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| The Biographical Notes
of Wiliom Bross Lloyd. Jr

William Bross Lloyd, Jr. was born of public-
spirited, activist parents. His father was
William Bross Lloyd, his grandfather was the
author and social reformer, Henry Demarest
Lloyd and his great-grandfather was Williamn
Lloyd Bross, Lieutenant-Governor of Illinois.
His mother was Lola Maverick Lloyd, a founder
of the Women’s International League for Peace
and Freedom. Her grandfather was Samuel A.
Maverick, an early (1835) pioneer in Texas.

Educated in the public schools of Winnetka,
Ilinois, Lloyd was graduated from Antioch
College under Dr. Arthur E. Morgan, in 1932,
with a BA degree in economics. During 1933 he
worked with a sociological survey of the local
commmunity and on May 27 married a fellow
student, Mary Reid Norris of Jeffersonville,
Georgia.

Late that year, he started graduate work in
economics at the University of Chicago, and
took part in the conversion of an area buying
club into a true cooperative--now the Hyde
Park Cooperative Society.

HARRISON 7-3877

WM. BROSS LLOYD, JR.

EDITOR

Room 1119
343 SOUTH DEARBORN STREET
CHICAGO 4, ILLINOIS

“Toward Freedom”
A Newsletter on Colonicl Affoirs

In 1984 under the impact of the Depression, he
launched a weekly labor paper with the help of
the strong Waukegan, IL Cooperative. Lacking
sufficient support within the community, the
paper folded. Lloyd accepted the call to take
over the editorship of a labor weekly known

as the Racine Day where he served for two
years. Following this he served as educational
director of the Racine Consumer Coop for
nearly two years.

In 1938, impressed by the danger of World War
II, he went to work full-time for the Campaign
for World Government, the object of which

was a universal, non-military and Democratic
Federation of the World.

In frequent trips to New York and Washington,
he brought the message of world federation

to Congressional Committees, major party
platform committees, and private institutes
and conferences. Meanwhile, he edited a
monthly journal of the movement.

A convinced pacifist, Lloyd took the
conscientious objector stand in WW II and
served about 21 months fighting forest fires
in the U.S. Forest Service. In free time, he
organized a committee which drafted and
published a proposed federal constitution for
the world.

Further research on federalism and
particularly on the constitutional period of the
United States beckoned, and some of it was
done at the Huntington Library of Pasadena on
leave from the Civilian Public Service camp.

6 —Toward Freedom



This trend of thought sparked action to utilize
the Convention clause of the Constitution for
the reform of U.S. methods of handling foreign
affairs. In the reaction to WW II there was
much support for programs in this field.

Over the period of a year many trips to
Madison, Wis. were made in an attempt to
secure passage of a resolution which would
have had Wisconsin calling for a new U.S.
Constitutional Convention under Article V of
the Constitution. The resolution was defeated
in the Assembly by two votes after Lloyd’s CO
record was brought out at the last minute. In
nine other state legislatures, however, similar
resolutions were successfully sponsored by the
United World Federalists.

Having learned something of Switzerland’s
federal structure during a year’s stay in
Geneva after graduation from high school in
1926, Lloyd was interested in researching the
Swiss historical record for possible signposts
on the route to world federation. He moved to
Geneva in 1947 for a year that turned into two,
with his wife, their four children, and his wife’s
niece.

But even before arrival in Geneva, the focus of
the study was changed from Swiss federalism
to a hitherto unrealized aspect of Swiss
history: the planned and institutionalized

use, in settling disputes among the cantons, of
recognized neutral cantons as mediators.

o

Toward Freedom emphasizes
not only political. but
economic and social freedom
for all peoples of the world
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The resulting study, entitled Waging Peace: the
Swiss Experience, traces the use of conciliation,
mediation, and arbitration by the Swiss
cantons from the origin of the modern Swiss
federal state in 1848.

The pre-1798 Swiss system of internal colonies
or “subject territories” and the positive role of
some of these communities after the granting
of equality prompted a step into world colonial
developments. Delegates from Madagascar,
The Sudan, Ghana and other colonies came

to various federalist and internationalist
congresses, and were all burning with a desire
for national independence.

Back home in the United States. Lloyd
organized a commmittee of support for an anti-
colonial publication, including leaders at
Roosevelt University, in the YWCA, the labor

Toward Freedom -7
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FREEDOM

\ progressive perspective
on world events since 1952

movement, and the American Friend Service
Committee. The first issue of Toward Freedom
was distributed in December of 1952. Illness
prevented Lloyd’s further participation until
the June 1953 issue; then regular publication
11 times a year was commenced in September
1953, and continued to date.

Toward Freedom emphasizes not only political,
but also economic and social freedom for all
peoples of the world, and is thus not limited to
Africa.

Lloyd attended the “Freedom Of Movement®’
conference of English-speaking Caribbean
colonies in Trinidad in 1955. This meeting was
intended to ease restrictions on inter-island
migration. Articles on other Caribbean islands
followed each year as visits continued.

To be closer to African sources, Lloyd spent the
year 1962-3 in Tunis with his wife and their
youngest son, Chris. During this period, he
took a, side trip to Addis Ababa, Ethiopia, for
the Founding Conference of the Organization
of African Unity. One entire issue of TFwas
devoted to the preliminary Foreign Ministers’
conference, and a second entire issue to the
Conference of the Heads of State.

Another aspect of Lloyd’s work in international
relations concerned potential uses of radio

and later of other electronic media to promote
world understanding and peace. Already in
1943 he wrote an article envisaging a world-
wide radio broadcasting operation following

the end of the war. In July of 1947, Common
Sense (edited by Alfred Bingham) published
his article entitled: “Station World”.

In 1950, he took his wife to India on a “side
trip” from their Geneva stay. He was able to
see Jawaharlal Nehru for about a half hour.
P.M. Nehru found the concept challenging

but since the UN was an active combatant in
Korea, Nehru felt that it was disqualified as the
administrator of a, neutral world radio and that
India should not propose it.

The world radio concern remained a live one
along with the regular publication of 11 issues
of Toward Freedom each year and trips to
Africa from time to time.

With the advent of satellite communications,
Lloyd felt that the rationale for world wide
administration was even more logical and
more pressing than before. In 1973, Lloyd
brought a Chicago United Nations Association
committee together on the possibilities of this
approach and on Sept. 10, 1978, the national
body of the United Nations Association, U.S.A.,
through its Conference of Chapter and Division
Presidents, proposed a world forum of nations
administered by the UN in which all national
governments willing to have their people

hear the broadcasts of other nations would be
invited to air programs reflecting the culture,
the accomplishments, and the views on world
affairs of their countries. This proposal is being
given exposure in national fora wherever
possible.

8 —Toward Freedom



Thoughts and Thanks: /oward freedom. from Beginning to tnd

It was difficult for my aging parents to leave
the Chicago area in 1986, where they had
raised me and my siblings, and move to rural
Rochester, Vermont.

It was especially difficult for my father, as

he had nurtured his passion project, Toward
Freedom, since the 1950s, and had developed a
unique board of Chicago folks committed, as he
was, to international affairs, the non-aligned
movement, and the struggles for African
independence.

Would the board stay involved during this time
of trangsition? Some board members felt it was
a good time to let go.

The person who would not let it go, and who
choreographed this transition and helped

to build a new board and energy here in
Burlington, Vermont was Greg Guma. He
developed a friendship and respect for my
father and for the issues that motivated him.
At first Greg helped Dad edit articles that
came in. Gradually, as Dad’s mental capacity
diminished, Greg took on the role as editor.

He wrote up the early history of TF, and
interviewed Bill for the stories behind the
stories. (https://towardfreedom.org/toward-
freedom-history/),

If Greg with his special skills had not stepped
forward at that time, I don’t know whether T'F
would have survived.

During TF’s glory years in the 1990s when our
monthly distribution of hardcopies soared, we
had wonderful editorial and development staff:
Michael Riley, Pamela Polston, Paula Routly
and Dian Mueller. Nat Winthrop served loyally
on the board for years, as treasurer and donor.
And Dorie Wilsnack as a board member applied
her skills in development and outreach. Jerry
Colby’s historical insights helped us interpret
complex developing events.

Greg was followed by talented editors, Kevin
Kelley, Ben Dangl, Charlotte Dennett, Dawn
Paley, and Julie Varughese. In recent years,
Rebecca Kemble has been steadfast in keeping
us together as board chair and/or treasurer,
and we have enjoyed a wider perspective on the

Toward Freedom -9



world with new members Eric Agnero, Fatuma,
Bulle, and Jacqueline Lugman. Now, as the
world is roiling its way towards a multi polar
world, and a majority of the earth’s population
is refusing to submit to the hegemony of the
United States, the non-aligned nations are
again joining together and asserting their own
interests.

One of the speakers we engaged on Africa

Day 2023, both in Washington DC and in
Burlington VT, was Gnaka Lagote, an educator
from Ivory Coast and a proponent of Pan-
Africanism.

While he stayed at my house I showed him the
bound volume of TFissues from 1952 onward.

Left to right: Robin Lloyd; Robin’s mother, Mary Norris
Lloyd; Jesse Lloyd Guma in the arms of Bernard
O’Shea; and Greg Guma at the Nuclear Freeze Rally
in New York City on June 12, 1982

He was delighted to see that TFprinted
articles on the early independence efforts

of Kwame Nkrumah who led his country

from Gold Coast to Ghana in 1957 and called
together the African Peoples’ Congress just a
year later. Gnaka said few other media sources
took note of these events that were so seminal
to the burgeoning freedoms of Africans. And
now, a new spirit is rising up, refusing to
pledge fealty to one super power or the other.

I wish my father could be here to see these
changes! But we had a good run during these
71 years, and the Toward Freedom website
towardfreedom.org will continue to live, for
modern researchers to delve into and read
stories whose histories are still ignored by the
mainstream media.
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Robin’s police clearance for obtaining a visa to
then-Belgian Congo in 1957 when her father took
her and her brother on a 6 month tour of soon-to-be
independent African countries
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5 Greg Gumo

When I first wrote for Toward Freedom in
1981 Ronald Reagan was beginning his
first term as president, the Sandinistas had
recently staged a revolution in Nicaragua,
and I was editing an alternative weekly in
Burlington, The Vermont Vanguard Press.
Although I had traveled outside the US

a bit, I seldom wrote about international
issues. But William B. Lloyd, TF’s founder-
editor, thought I had some potential and
asked me to cover an anti-apartheid
conference in New York. The assignment
made a deep impact.

Over the next years we often discussed
global issues and, in 1986, he suggested
that I step in as acting editor as he moved
into an emeritus role. The Board of

Directors was still based in Chicago then,
but Bill had retired to Vermont. At the end
of the year, I officially became editor, but
the question was whether the publication
should long survive its founder.

The argument in favor of continuing was
that 7’7’s core mission — covering the
developing world from a progressive,
internationalist perspective — remained
vital. But the format and scope would have
to change. As I explained in January 1987,
“In the future, 7F will attempt to describe
and evaluate the non-aligned movement
while expanding its coverage of developing
countries.”

Long before the anti-globalization
movement, Bill and other democratic
internationalists understood that political
independence would bring few benefits for
the vast majority if it came with too many
economic strings.

TP’s long-term editorial focus on “third
world” development had nurtured an

early awareness of the impactof World
Bank and International Monetary Fund
programs, and how the struggle between a
corporate New World Order and Indigenous
movements was taking shape.

By 1993, the once-modest newsletter
had grown into a 24-page magazine that
published more than 100 exclusive reports

Toward Freedom - 11



a year. The Utne Readerrepeatedly

cited it as one of the best alternative
magazines covering international affairs.
The next phase of globalization was just
exploding. In Mexico, the Zapatistas
emerged dramatically in response to the
North American Free Trade Agreement.
Africa was re-stabilizing after the end of
apartheid in South Africa. And around the
world Indigenous resistance to “structural
adjustment” programs was percolating.

During this period TF defined two

focus areas that would inform its

editorial choices for the next decade.
Complementing its concern for human
rights and self-determination, they were
the impacts of corporate globalization

and the state of mass comnmunications.

By 1997, TF had a website and was
attracting new readers with distinct, often
groundbreaking coverage.

Bill Lloyd’s death in 1995 had
left TFwith a modest bequest.
This and other support from
the Lloyd family helped to
finance a marketing effort
to increase circulation
through direct mail

and retail sales.

In a sense it worked.

By 1998 TFhad a more
retail-friendly cover and
was available in bookstores.
That and the direct mail
campaigns brought in new readers.
But it was a never-ending cycle.

As the publication approached its 50
anniversary it struggled to compete in a
changing media environment. No matter
how fresh and relevant the content, most
people still had no idea it existed. While
attending a conference I was told by a
former subscriber that, although she
appreciated TF, she was dropping it. There
was simply too much to read.

On one hand, we were attracting the
recognition of our peers. On the other,

I LEFT THE
EDITORSHIP
IN 2004 AND AM HONORED
TO HAVE PLAYED A ROLE
IN TOWARD FREEDOM'S
REMARKABLE
JOURNEY.

financial limitations forced us to drop
retail distribution in 2000 and return to a
more streamlined newsletter format. The
quality didn’t change, but the decision
represented an admission that TFwasn’t
able to transform itself into a mass
market publication. This sparked more
soul-searching.

In late 1999 anti-globalization
activism burst into prominence with
the Seattle protests against the World
Trade Organization. TF had been
covering globalization for years, but
this mobilization, combined with the
emergence of Independent Media Centers
(IMOC), pointed to a potential strategy. The
first step was to develop an independent
media focus, beginning with a conference.
“Building Independent Media” brought
together about 300 people in October
2000 and helped TFto expand its
reach. The following spring staff
and board members were active
in the mobilization against
the Free Trade Area of the
Americas meeting in
Quebec City, as well as
developing an IMC in
Vermont.

Next, we looked for a
local project, one that
addressed an obvious

need and reflected TF's
mission. Focusing on human
rights we decided to build on
the prison rights work that Board

Chair Dave Dellinger and his wife
Elizabeth Peterson had been doing for
years. Based on meetings with prisoners,
their families and activists we organized
another conference and spurred the
formation of the Alliance for Prison
Justice.

We had come a long way from simply
collecting articles and producing a
publication. Part of the reason was
practical: For small nonprofits, special
projects are often easier to fund than

12 - Toward Freedom



ongoing operations. But it also reflected
TPF’s original approach — combining the
periodical with classes and public events,
support for important campaigns, and
special issues.

The next few years were tumultuous.
Looking back, cover story headlines
underline the situation: Siege Mentality,
Turning the Tide, Colonial Comeback,

and The Power of No. The last referred to
an article about resistance to New World
Order economics at a meeting of the World
Trade Organization. TF correspondents
had attended and filed reports that offered
new hope for globalization from below.

Despair & Revolt in
Fragie Democracios

Alrica Cries Freedom

Profit & Punishment
in the US Gulag

Jailkng the Oppositon

Colonkadiam Revisted
Palostinian Selout
US Border Politics

fiwvgw s Now Scherve
o Resbhu ! Mygratum

Madand™s Sex Trade

Unarmed Bty guw de

-

The headline also spoke to an ongoing
predicament — the need to balance
withdrawal of consent from illegitimate
rulers with constructive alternatives that
people around the world can embrace. “No”
has power, but it needs a “yes” to address
most problems. That was also often my
struggle as editor: how to balance criticism
and analysis with viable solutions. In some
cases, the alternatives we found felt small
and tentative when measured against the
forces of capitalism. But we continued
searching.

] N

Human Rights
Power Ce’the People
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4 Nat Winthro

I served on the TF board for exactly 20
years, from just after the then newsletter
celebrated its 50th anniversary in 2002
until the end of 2022. I was born in

1951, the year before Bill Lloyd founded
Toward Freedom. Bill’s daughter Robin
took over the publisher role in the mid-
80s. She and I go way back, starting when
she mentored me as a Goddard College
fledgling filmmaker in the mid-70’s, and
then as I wrote for the Vanguard Press
starting in the early ‘80s, around the time it
endorsed Bernie Sanders in his first run for
Burlington mayor. At that time Greg Guma,
was Vanguard editor, later taking over as
editor of TF. I was associate publisher at
the time; I would go on to become publisher
a few years later. (I was also co-founder of
the AlterNet news service in 1984.)

Dave Dellinger and Elizabeth Peterson

Besides our both being Vermont writers
and publishers with an interest in film,
Robin and I had other things in common.
We both came from privileged backgrounds
- she from Chicago and I frorn New York

- and we both had progressive parents
with an interest in world affairs, which

we inherited. Dave Dellinger chaired

the TF board when I joined, and his wife
Elizabeth Peterson (who spearheaded TF’s
Alliance for Prison Justice initiative) was
also a director. Investigative reporter/

14 - Toward Freedom




author Jerry Colby joined the board at
about that same time. Toward Freedom
was at a peak, starting in the late 90s
under Guma’s editorial leadership. He
and Dellinger were also responsible

for shifting more of our coverage to
domestic issues.

With so few US-based progressive
media (or US media in general)
stressing global coverage, especially

in the developing world, I've always
valued Toward Freedom’s emphasis

on Africa and Latin America, with a
focus on our government’s and US
corporations’ nefarious anti-democratic
and imperialist legacies in those and
other parts of the world. Just as Robin
Lloyd had accompanied her father on

a trip to Africa in the late ‘50s, I spent
a summer in Ghana while in college,
with the Vermont-based Experiment

In International Living (now World
Learning), later visiting South Africa,
and I have always had an interest in sub-
Saharan African affairs and culture.

Guma’s departure as editor in 2004
coincided with Toward Freedom ceasing
its print publication to become an
online magazine. The next year Ben
Dangl, then a young Spanish-speaking
author with a focus on South America,
ushered in another dynamic chapter

in TPFs history. Editor Dangl recruited
many new accomplished writers

and correspondents, filling Guma’s
substantial shoes for more than a dozen
years, before moving on to teach at the
University of Vermont.

To complement TF’s coverage and to
reach a broader audience, Robin Lloyd,
Jerry Colby, Charlotte Dennett and

I formed the Henry Demarest Lloyd
Investigative Fund (named for Robin’s
muckraking great-grandfather) in 2008,
first under the Center for Investigative
Reporting in California and then, since
2011, in collaboration with the Nation
Institute (now Type Investigations) in
New York. Later I stepped up to become

| 'A/("“._) "'9\"‘;"‘ A—f—‘»' ’( ’\\/1(‘/16'(

co-chair of the TF' board with documentary
filmmaker Sam Mayfield in 2017, before we
handed over the reins to Rebecca Kemble,
a Madison, Wisconsin-based writer and
activist.

While I (and all TF directors) have regrets
about T'F’s ceasing publication earlier

this year, Ilook back on my long tenure

at Toward Freedom with great pride and
satisfaction and in being part of its proud
70+ year legacy. Here’s hoping another
generation will soon pick up our gauntlet
and again help provide much needed
independent coverage on human rights in
the global south.
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> Benjomin Dang

My first introduction to Toward Freedom was
through my grandfather, Dr. Linden Summers,
a progressive college professor and participant
in the Civil Rights and Anti-Vietnam War
movements in the 1960s and 1970s. I read

his copies of TF as a teenager. The publication
was an empowering and refreshingly
rebellious lens through which to see the

world, an antidote to the narrow-minded and
conservative politics of my hometown.

It was therefore a great thrill for me to become
the editor of TFin 20085, just a couple of years
after graduating from college and during the
fevered movements against US wars in Iraq
and Afghanistan. I remember the first time I
met the TFboard when Elizabeth Peterson, the
pacifist and anti-war leader Dave Dellinger’s
wife, said, “My generation gives hugs,” and
embraced me into the T'F fold.

From then on, I gained so much radical
knowledge from movement protagonists and
seasoned journalists on the board like Robin
Lloyd, Nat Winthrop, Gerry Colby, Greg Guma,
Jay Moore, Joy Hopkins and many others. They
shared stories about their fearless investigative
journalism and direct actions to stop war. I
corresponded with Robin while she was in jail
for civil disobedience against the School of the
Americas and later when she was teaching in
Cuba, defying the US-imposed blockade. These
are people who walk the walk.

As editor, it was an honor to guide the
publication’s coverage of such tumultuous
events such as the Arab Spring, Occupy Wall
Street, the Black Lives Matter movement,
and the 21° century rise of leftist movements
and governments in Latin America. I worked
from my downtown Burlington, VT office
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with writers resisting dictatorships in Africa,
covering workers movements in India,
participating in struggles against neo-fascism
in Europe and the US, and standing on the front
lines against logging in the Amazon.

We proudly received letters from US embassies
and corporate PR firms denouncing our
writers’ coverage of the disasters wrought by
imperialism and global capitalism. When our
reporting contributed to a movement victory,
we celebrated the proof that independent
media can help make a better world.

The people I was able to meet over 14 years as
TF editor and journalist made the experience
particularly powerful for me: People’s stories at
the barricades in Bolivia, the worker-occupied
factories in Argentina, the landless farmer
schools in Brazil, the Indigenous territories in
Chile, and the direct actions against the World
Bank and IMF in Washington, DC.

These reporting experiences, and the
camaraderie I enjoyed with amazing TF writers
around the world, were part of our collective
belief in the power of a different kind of media, -
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media which amplifies and supports grassroots
solutions to our planet’s monumental
problems. This is the media ecosystem that
TFwas involved in for over 70 years, and it
speaks to the power of news from below to take
on some of the most powerful systems in the
world.

As a TFreporter years ago, I remember
speaking with Juan Contreras, a local leader
and producer in a community radio station
in El 23 de Enero neighborhood in Caracas,
Venezuela. He and his community had
transformed a prison and police station - a
symbol and site of historic repression in the
neighborhood - into the Free Radio of El1 23
de Enero, a center for community media,
organizing, and culture.

“It is evidence of the revolution made by us,”
Contreras explained about the neighborhood’s
popular organizing to turn the prison into

a community radio station. “We can’t hang
around waiting for the revolution to be made
for us; we have to make the changes.”




First issue of Toward Freedom newsletter published on December 6, 1952.
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URGE W81 MEDTATION IN FRENCH-TIRIISIAN TALXS

_In the fuce of French threats o boy-
cott all U discussions of her Horth
African territories, Astan-Arab notions
are formulating a proposal for Unfted
fistions representation or medintien in
the French-Tunisian talks.

The Committoe for Freedom of Horth
Africa appenled on Oct. 10 -for 0.8, to.
end coononlic ald to France until the
Tuninian and Worcccan questions ara
ssttled, eiting similar action in the
Datoh-Indonesian and Arab-Isrncli cases.

In a speech broadesst to all Horth
Africa, Sultan Hohomed Ban Youneof of
Mercccc on Hov. 15 ridiculed French-
Proposed reforma that would have "undor-
Rined our sovereignty," and, whils ex-
preseing the greatest respoct for she
Fronch peopls, insistod on French withe
Arsml from Morocco.

Mo Algorin scemed rendy to male
A DI4 ot least {or the grestor internal
autonomy, with the two nationalist groups
vying for the favor of the people.

_Teenty Rew Yori: MbavSl lasfers met
Oct. 27 to organize asgistance to petition-
ors from coloninl arcns of the world and
t0 facilitate their appenrance before the
z‘\wb_w-w.p Couneil or the Ganaral

e

Held under the muspicce 5f the Inter-
national Leagmie for the Rightz of Man,
the Conference outlined the following
purposes: To masist petftionars; to
discuss problems and suggest action;
to circvlate material on colonial {ssucs;
to en list afd in lobbying at Trusteeship
Couricdl and General Asgerbly meotings,

Roger W. PBaldvin, formor president of
the Ameriesn Clvil Liverticn Union, pre-
Sided, and those pressnt includad: Dr.
Emory Ross, Parold Isgmcs, Bev. Walter
Offute, Jr., Johs Collier, Maurfor Daviking ,
Clarende Sentor, Father Hevin (Msrytnoll
fothers), John Nevin Sayre, Willtam
Sorshy, Prof. Z.X. Matthows, A.J. Muste,
Osorge Cartar, Ernest Howell, Rev. Michi
Scott; 5.0. Anedwe and J.C. Ezenelve of
Nilzerin ; Barl Ssaton and K. Jephet of
Tanmanyi

Below uro tnited Staten actions in U
oG colanial famues:

Voted for discussion of the Tunislan and
Horosran questions. :

Yoted with the colonial povers against
Rittes of the Goneral Assombly's Trustec-
 8hip Committee, charged with watching

. -Pecember b, ,‘.iir_
90uls in "non-seif-governing” territories

= o

T0 establish a N “z0od off{ccs™ com-
migaion to stedy the race situation in
8. Africa snd prosimebly to mediste
w«-n_u‘y.‘.' ]
Voted for o U good offices commission
settle Indin's 6 year 0ld com-

Plaint ogainat South Africa.

In addttion to zmntm nctions, Wash-
ington's Mutual Scourfty Mnu,m stion
1o considering a furthor loan to Bel-

BY THE WAY,
/) o SRR o R (T

moeting during the past few montha ‘under
tho chairsanship of ¥a. B, Lioyd, Jr., ,

thropology of African pecples;

on Literaturs and folk lore; S.Drake on
contemporary Africa--svening workshop.
"he Terror that Walts by Day,* by St.
Clair Drake, the Nation, Hov.29. Account
of poreonal {nvolvement in Konyo. .

"Democracy in Africn: The Gold Comst."
by Blth Doble. Foreign Policy Assn.
Bulletin, Sept. 1, 1952.

Africanizms in the Gullah Dialect, by

the depondent pecplen. Ita sponsors
Leon i, Despres, Homer Juck, Robert
Pickus and Harold Snell.
Willinm Rroge Lo, Jr.

¥ 3. £ditor, Tovard Precdom,

¥. 3. Loy _ { Pro
Room 503, 343 South Dearborn Strest,
% %, Nitnois.

‘Anmual con 08 2. ene
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For the majority of mankind living in Asia and Africa the
movement for self-determination and independence occupies the
center of the world stage. Because we feel that you will be
interested in following this upsurge of former colonial peo-
ples, we have sent you several sample issues of TOWARD FREEDOM.

Arnold Toynbee, the eminent historian, declared on Oct.
13, 1953, in Rome:

"European nations should liquidate the remnants
of their former colonial empires. If the colo-
nial powers wait until they are ignominiously
expelled from their possessions by force, they
will be branded permanently in the eyes of the
rest of the human race as defeated but impeni-
tent imperialists.”

America, with her increased world responsibilities, will
unavoidably have a key role in drafting policies leading
either toward suppression and violence in colonial areas, or
toward prompt and peaceful transitions to self-government,
You owe it to your country’s position in world history, as
well as to yourself, to follow colonial developments.

TOWARD FREEDOM brings you each month at a glance the major developments in the

field of emergent nationhood.

Please use the form below for your subscription, and

mail in the return envelope enclosed for your convenience,

“RDER
oL ANK

Sincerely yours,

Editor

PLEASE ENTER MY SUBSCRIPTION FOR ONE YEAR: REGULAR ($3)
STupenT (81)

: FOR TWO YEARS (8$5)

| ENCLOSE TEN DOLLARS FOR FIVE ONE-YEAR SUBSCRIPTIONS (PUT NAMES AND
ADDRESSES ON REVERSE SIDE),

PLEASE SEND ME THE FOLLOWING TOWARD FREEDOM PAMPHLETS,

BANDUNG: AN ON.THE SPOT DESCRIPTION OF THE ASIAN-AFRICAN CONFERENCE,
BANDUNG, INDONESIA, APRIL, 1955, By DR. HOMER A, JACK.
SINGLE CopYy ( 335¢) 7 COPIES FOR $2 (POSTPAID)

COLONIALISM AND THE UNITED NATIONS: PROPOSALS FOR CHARTER AMENDMENTS,
By THE TOWARD FREEDOM EXECUTIVE BOARD.
SINGLE Copy (25¢) S For $!

Early subscription appeal leter
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north, east and west. They seem %o
nated or driven out or enslsved the earlier in-
babitante, This surging flux of population,
which has been characteristic of a large part of
the African continent, had not ceased when Euro-
peans came on the scene, The latest comers, the
Ashantis, were still pressing upon the coastal
inhabitants.

As was true of much of Africa, vigorous tribal
leadors would overcome neighboring tribes, con-
solidating them into small or large nations.
Sometimes these pations or ires lasted for
centuries; sometdmes they £ apart with the
death of the tribal leader who had brought them
into being. The course of events was somewhat
simdlar to that in Britain in the centuries after
the Romans left, with the possible difference
that, whereas the Danes, Northmen and Saxons may
have adventured of their own free will, the new
in flight from still more aggressive tribes that
hed overrun their former homelands,

The first European occupation of the region
was &s traders along the coast, as receivers of
slaves, gold, ivory and other goods brought to
the coast from inland by the Africans, However,
until a little more than a century ago European

1imi

is cocoa, Its cultivation began sbout 75 years

RANDOM NOTES ON THE GOLD COAST

By Dr., Arthur E. Morgan, formerly president of Antioch College
and chsirman of the Tennessee Valley Authority, now con-
sultant on the Volta River hydroelectric project
in the Gold Coast. (First of 3 instalments)

ago, with the planting of a few seeds which

African brought from abroad. After a long

gradual development the cocoa industry has

to dominate the economy of the country. The Gold
the

world's cocoa. The entire cocoa development has

been by Africans. Other interests ere gold, dia-
mond , : oe and bauxite mining, and the pro-

duction of palm oil.

In travelling about the Gold Coast one is often
reminded of what he has read of ancient days of
India, India was then a forest country, with
villages scattered here and there. Much of the
land wes naturally very fertile, and there would
seom to be little necessity for famine, Each
village was almost a little democracy, while
there were loosely banded states., As population
inoreased the forests were cut, fields were cul-
tivated until they eroded, and gradually, along
with increasingly civilized culture there came
to be presgure on the land, witbh poverty and fa-

It seems fortunate that the
Gold Coast is coming at a time when the world is
becoming sensitive to long-term needs, Without
such concern the relative physical adequacy of

Gold Cosst resources might be short-lived.

Internal government has been graduslly taking
(Continued on page 4)

Volume 3, issue 4 published April, 1954
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PRICES, HEAVY DRAFT STIR PUERTO RICAN UNREST

The effect of soaring food prices on an already
impoverished population during World War II, Puer-
to Rican history, and inordinately heavy draft
calls during the Korean war form the background
of resentment behind the fanatical cutburst of

nationalist violence in Washington last month.

Responsible officials of the island have unani-
mously deplored the shooting in the House of Rep-
resentatives., They are esger to cooperate with
the U.8. in the new commonwealth relationship.
But 4t is important for Americans to realize
possible underlying causes of antagonism in order
that they may be eliminated.

A joint publication of
the Puerto Rican and U.S. Govermments (Incomes

R

shows & rise in retail food prices on the
island of 117.5% from 1941 to 1947. The compar-
able rise on the mainland was only 79%.

No Vote on Draft Law
Although the United States got its start by op-
posing taxation without representation, it is now
enforcing conscription without representation up-
on the Puerto Ricans, The islanders have no vote
for%wswtbmt,httbﬂ.a.m
is in force,

Poseibly mindful of the resentment this situa~
tion must cause in Puerto Rico just as it would
in Iowa, Selective Service made World War II
draft calls on the island only sbout one-third as
heavy as on the mainland, 49,414 Puerto Ricens
were inducted from Oct., 1940, to Dec. 31, 1945.
In the same period 9,838,725 were drafted from
the continental U.S. Related to 1940 populations,
this means that one out of every 13 mainland
persons was drafted, but only one out of every
37 Puerto Ricans,

mxonmlcmatudm-mtlhry.adp
ective Service reports show 1,512,052 men from
the contimental U.S. drafted between November,
1948, and June, 1953, and 37,047 Puerto Ricens.
Using 1950 population figures, this adde up to
one outofﬂwymdroddmummud, and
one ontotm”muomuuﬂuo—
.umommcutmoummmuw.

Allfedoruldntiundoudntmompdcto

the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico tressury, and no
income or other taxes are paid to the United
States. Federal departments such as those of de-
fense, agriculture, and commerce spend consider-
able federal funds on the island.

to say asbout the many federal laws that still ap-
ply, and judicial appeals go to the Federal Dis-
trict Court at Boston. Antonio Fernos-lIsern,
Puerto Rico's present representative in Washing-
ton, points out in the special Puerto Rico issue
of the Annals of the American Academy of Politd-
cal and Social Science for Jenuary, 1953, that
the Spanish constitution of 1897 gave the insular
legislature power over taxation and tariffs, Under
present Commonwealth, the power to fix the
and incidence of excise taxes and tariffs
completely out of the legislature's hands,
consumers must pay for 1,200 to 1,600-mile
hipments from the United States. In a country
where purchasing power is one of the main pro-
blems, outside control of the tariff level is =
real denial of economic self-government.

;_?

.E:

"Profit Hunters in Puerto Rico"

In order to encourage new industries to come
from the mainland, Puerto Ricc grants tax exemp-
tion for ten years, Under the title "Profit
Hunters in Puerto Rico", Fortune magasine for
May, 1950, explained wage prospects as follows:

"Even when productivity has been brought wi-
thin the mainlend order of magnitude, there will
probably be a differentisl in going wages, This
will be dus not so much to labor's disorganiza-
tion nor to the over-emphasized theory that
climate makes labor's cost of living low. A
more important wage-depressing factor will be
the pressure of the island's buge pool of labor-—
currently 75,000 unemployed, more thousands

partly employed, and, despite constant emigration
to the mainland, 11,000 added to the labor force

The commonwealth conception, foreign to the
U.S. Constitution, is alresdy being used in a
last-ditch fight by Southern senators against
the admission of Hawaii and Alaska as states,
Ernest Gruening, former governmor of Alsska,
ocountered with a demand for "govermment by con-
sent of the governed--namely statebood." In
Puerto Rico, despite strong political pressure
of the dominant Popular Democratic Party, the
Statehood Party of Puerto Rico polled about
17% in a recent election. The Independence
Party polled 19%, a gain of 9%.
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Africans Gain In Kenya

In & week when the number of Kikuyu tribesmen
killed by British and local settlers reached 145,
with continuing Mau Mau terrorisa, British Colo=
nial Secretary Oliver Lyttleton granted Africans
one representative on the Kenya Council of Mini-
sters.

It was the firet
time in British East
and Central African
history that an African
bad been given minis-
terial rank, and the
Buropean settler com-
sunity immediately
protested.

Africsns later asked
for a second minister,
in view of their 5%
million population in

the territory. 154,
000 Asians will be
represented by two mi-
nisters, and 42,000
EBuropeans by three,

Another body, the executive council, will in-
olude & representative of Kenya's 24,000 Arabs.

#There are distasteful things to all racial
groups in these proposals, but politics is the
art of what is practical," Mr, Lyttleton comment-
ed. The new set-up will be considered on trial
until the next election, probably & year hence.
Uezbers of the Indian community indicated nearly
unanimous acceptance of the new plan,

rovemen ted
Although the move did not immediately stop the
small but bitter war now going into its 18th
month, some observers felt that—-coupled with
the earlier truce offer transsitted through
the captured Msu Msu General China--it would
lead to & definite improvement in conditions.

Months earlier, Joseph Muruml, secretary of
the Kenya African Union, had issued the follow-
ing plea from London:

Asks Kenya Reforms
"In my view, the first need is to release
fro= prison men who have the confidence of the
people and who would, therefore, be listened to
when they made an appeal that violence should
Coaff, .

"If there is to be any hope of a settlement
with real representatives of the African people,
the Government must be ready to discuss with them
essential reforms. Whatever the origin of Mau

Msu, there is not the least doubt that the support

given to it arises from a deep sense of grievance

about economic, social and political injustices,
It is useless for the authorities merely to de-
clmmtthyhuadntommmmm
violence has ceased; one of the essential fac-
wnhommmhmuwwmmm-
cans that they really intend the reforms., And
that means beginning pow." (from African and
Colonial World).

Peace Coalition In Vietnam

Speaking before the Saigon, Indochina Rotary
Club Mar, 25, Tran Van Huu, a former premier of
¥rench-sponsored Vietnam, called for pesce talks
to end the seven year-old war,

He thus joined a powerful new nationalist
, called the National Pesce Coalition,
Wotlhiohuwuudhynlu.
10 dispatoh of the N.X, Times:

NTheir united opposition leaves the Buu Loc
cabinet with little support in the countxy."

Meanwhile Indonesia and Burma announced their
support of Prime Minister Nehru's appeal for a
cease-fire, endorsed by Premier St,
Laurent of Canada. Both Asian nations — snd
ap| the Indochiness — will be excluded
from the April 26 Geneva Conference. However,
the Indochina conflict may come up for dis-
cussion in the April 28 meeting of India,
Pakistan, Bursa, Indonesia and Ceylon in
Colombo,

CZECHS RESIST PRESSURR

To incresse coal production, the Czeoh
government has tried , bonus systems,
anﬁw.htmmm
worked, Josef Jonas, Minister for Fusl and
Energy, bas adeitted that 4,000 propagandists
sent to encourage the workers to greater pro-
muuvdmummtymmunm-
success. The labor turnover bas reached 30
per cent anmually.

TOWARD FREEDOM

(Incorporated not-for-profit under the
laws of Illinois. Not a member-
ship organization)

Executive Board: Rev, Homer A, Jack,
Pres,; Harold D, Saell, V.Pres.; Leon
M. Despres, Sec'y; Edw, J, Sparling,
Robert Pickus and Wm. B. Lloyd, Jr., Ed.

Subsoriptions: $3 per year (81 for
students,) Contribdutions also needed,

Xame

Address
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COLONIES STILL STUD INDIA’S COASTLINE

Imagine that France still controlled Port Huron,
Mich., Sheboygan, Wis., and a minor Louisiana
port, and that England still held New Bedford,
Mass., Kennebunkport, Maine, Beaufort, S.C.,
and Portland, Ore.

If you can picture what the reactions of the
American people would be to this situation, then
you have some idea of the feeling of the Indian
people about the seven colonies or "pockets"™ on
thoir coasts which are still adainistered by
France and Portugal.

atience We. Qut
The situation was coming to a head in late
March as five ministers in the French-sponsored
government of Pondicherry suddenly came out for
immediate union with India, Two days later,
the Indian goveruzent protested Fronch intimi-
dation of pro-India groups there.

The Pondicherry incidents followed strong pro-
testa by Prime Minister Nehru against increases
in Portuguess occupation forces.

France's four colonies comprise a total popu-
lation of 317,259 and an area of 196 sq. =i.
Starting on the east coast, there is Yansaon,
Pondichery (pop. 222,572) and Karikal. On the
west coast, nor far from the tip of the sub-
continent, lies Mabe,

Goa, an important seaport, leads the Portu-
guese colonies and is located about 370 miles
south of Bombay. Damao is on the west coast
north of Bombay, and Diu is near the Pakistan
border, A total of 637,845 people are involv-
ed, in an area of 1,537 sq. mi.

Portuguese Refuse Discussion

Portugal, a protege of British naval power,
has simply refused to discuss the transfer of
‘4ts colonies to India. As a result the Indian
Government last June withdrew its diplomatic
mission from Lisbon. Government leaders have

found it necessary to calm Iodian public opi-
nion on the subject. The Deputy Minister for
Home Affairs, B.N. Datar, declared in early Feb-
ruary that the government was "aware of the nec-
essity of liquidating the foreign pockets, but
haasty steps could not be taken in the matter.®
(Indian Information Bulletin).

Government "weakness® on the foreign pockets
issue was utilized to the full by India's commu-
nists to prevent Nehru's Congress Party froa
obtaining a clear majority in the recent Trav-
ancore~Cochin elections.

GOLD COAST (Continued from page 1)

form under the tutelage of British Colonial of-
ficerss There are more than a bundred small
"nations" in the Gold Coast territories. They
have been organized into a few regional Councils
of Chiefs, and these into & central Council of
Chiefs, Through them the indigenous social
structure finds expression. There has been stea-
dy progress toward a national government, with

a parlisment of Africans, and with an adminia-
tration in which nearly all the ministers are
Africans, serving under Kwame Nkrumah, the Afri-
can Prime Minister. There is general expecta-
tion that during the present year the native go-
vernment will receive from the British Government
the grant of political independence within the
British Commonwealth, which was asked for last
year, This action probably will not be taken
until the national elections occur, probably

in June,

(Next month Dr., Morgan will discuss land policy
and the Gold Coast's future outlook.)

The ending of European colonialism in the Ame-
ricas was voted by the Venezuela conference of
- 20 XNorth end South dmerioan nstions in Uu‘tgr —
with only the United States in opposition.
Brazilian move for United Nations trusteeship
was defeated,

-
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Sept. 22, 1957

American Metal Compeny, Ltd,
61 Broadway,
New York 6, N.Y¥,.

Dear Sirsi

I have recent 1y purchased 100 shares of American
Metal Company, Ltd., and since I am planning to leave
soon on a trip tirough Central Africa with tw of my
children, I thought that we ought to try to see one of
the Company's mines in the Rhodesias, Which one would
be the easisst to reach when travelling by air, and
which would be the most spectacular?

If you could advise me on this nnd iond any authorization
that might be needed, I would be very sppreciative, Please
write me at the Ringway Hotel, Accra, Ghana (to Oct, 10),

or the Ambassador Hotel, Lagos, Nigeria, where I will be
leaving Oct, 13,

Very truly yours,

P.S, If you should be writing quite soon, I will
be in the Hotel Ngor, Dakar until Oot, 1,

In an early instance of shareholder activism, Bill Lloyd purchased 100 shares of American
Metal Company, Lid. stock in order to get access to copper mines in Rhodesia.
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The American MetaL Company, LiMiTED
Gl BROADWAY

NEW YORK 6. N.Y.

TELEPHONE BOWLING GREEN 9-1800
CABLE ADORESS: EFFLUX. NEW YORK

EAW /ek
September 24, 1957

Mr. William Bross Lloyd, Jr.
Hotel Ngor
Dakar, French West Africa

Dear Mr. Lloyd:

Thank you for your letter of
September 22nd, from which we have noted you
recently became a stockholder of our Company.

The decision on visits to the
mines of our affiliated companies in the Rho-
desias rests with the head office of these
companies, RhodesianSelection Trust Limited
and Roan Antelope Copper Mines Limited,
Hardwicke House, Jameson Avenue, Salisbury,
Southern Rhodesia.

We suggest you advise them of your
wish to visit the Rhodesian mines. In the mean-
time, we have forwarded a copy of your letter
to Salisbury.

Very truly yours,

THE AMERICAN Z:TAL COMPANY, Limited

E, A, Weil
Secretary
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20th November, 1957.

Vm. Bross Llgyd, Jr.
Hotel Aeropole,
Khartoum, Sudan.

Lear Mr. Lloyd:

With Christmas greetings wishing you a happy
and sucegssful journey, I would thank you for your kind
letter of November 18th which you wrote while still u*
Nairobi.

Sorry that 1 could not be able to send you the
material required in time while at Arusha as I pramised.
1 have now arranged to send you the material direct to
your home address, and hope after your return you will
find them there. I shall also include with some of the
v latest publication frow Mr. Nyerere, as requested, if he
has not written you yet.

As you have also asked for a full address of
TANU, 1 bope you will note the followgig jm your Diary:-

Mr. or Miss and if official - Organising
Secretary General, or Fresident whatever
name or rank may be, but not forgettingi-

¢/o. Tanganyika African National Union,
—20.New-Street,
P.0,Box 551,
Dar es Salaam,

Tanganyika Yewritory,

East Africa,

Please turn over.

-2 -

How is Robern and her brother? I am glad to learn she has still
in mind inberested-dm the song I taught her. As she requested about wy
Harved address, since 1 am not having the Vise wo#¥, I am sorry I wouldn't
moke a prowise. But however, I hope things will be made clear, and as soon
as I know the date of my departure, I shall write you again either to your
home address, or whichever may be the quicker.

Maide is still in Uganda, and we are expecting her back the day
after tomeorow the 22nd of November. Please do write us andd keep us
informed of your activities while in Africa.

Whshing you again every good fortune andjsuccessful voyage.

Yours mos incg_e.ly,

s~ o Ao—r=
P.Pa¥rick Mandawh.
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As Bill Lloyd researched and learned about
independence movements, he made enduring
personal relalionships with movement activists and

leaders. This leter and photo from Tanganyika
African National Union [TANU] members are good

examples.

TN
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IN REPLY

UNITED NATIONS @ NATIONS UNIES

NEW YORK

CABLE ADDRESS * UNATIONS NEWYORK * ADRESSE TELEGRAPHIOUE

PLEASE QUOTE NO. March 2, 195h

s

7

' / . | v
. ," r‘ ‘; // /”, IS. .,: ‘v P ‘*—7 .‘ )

Dear Mr. Lloyd,

I wish to acknowledge receipt of your letter of February 24
concerning the proposals drawn up by Toward Freedom for revision
of the United Nations Charter. I have read the proposals with

great interest,

Unfortunately, I am not in position to accept your invitation
to comment on these proposals since it would be inappropriate for
me, as an official of the United Nations Secretariat, to do so.

Sincerely yours,

g p Bl

Ralph J. Bunche
T
Department of Trusteeship

Mr. Wm. Bross Lloyd, Jr.,
Editor, Toward Freedom,
343 S. Dearborn Street,
Chicago, Ill.

Bill Lloyd advocated strongly at all levels on behalf of the Non-Aligned Movement.

30 - Toward Freedom




SUBSCRIBE AND/OR CONTRIBUTE TO
TOWARD FREEDOM
TOWARD FREEDOM is, as far as we know, the
only topical journal in the United States dealing
with the future of democracy and of economic de-
velopment in the new nations of all areas of the
planet. It is our hope that a better understanding
among the people of the richest country in the
world for the needs and the aspirations of people
in the developing nations will help achieve a re-

alization of world interdependence No man — or
nation — is an island, and prosperity in the de-
veloping world will help assure our prosperity.

On the other hand increasing control of the ac-
cess to raw materials by the new nations points
to their increasing influence on world affairs.

Improved communication — on a reciprocal basis —
between the industrial nations and the developing
countries is a must if the peace and prosperity of
our grandchildren’'s world is to be safeguarded.
At present reciprocity is impossible since poor
countries lack the funds and the technology for
mass international broadcasting. But for one-half
of one per cent of the yearly U.S. arms budget, a
satellite broadcasting network giving every na-
tion the capacity to broadcast to the rest of the
world could be put into operation.

Exploring the potentialities of this massive edu-
cational effort will be one of TOWARD FREE-
DOM’S major future concerns, and this activity
can be expensive. (Our special Twenty-Fifth An-
niversary issue has also involved extra expense.)

Therefore, although we have refrained from mak-
ing a money-raising campaign out of our Twenty-
Fifth Anniversary, we would gladly receive any
contributions that friends wish to give, to help im-
prove the paper and give it wider outreach.

OVER
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The Board of Directors

of

Towarnd Frecdom

invites you to the celebration of its
Twenty-Fifth Anniversary
at a dinner honoring the founder and editor
William Bross Lloyd, Jr.
JANUARY 28, 1978
at
The Cliff Dwellers
220 South Michigan Avenue

Chicago

~/Jon. /?ona/t/ 1/ le//umd, mc

will be the speaker

Punchbowl 5:30 The Cliff Dwellers
Dinner 6:15 Eighth Floor, above

Reservations will be ORCHESTRA HALL
honored in order
of receipt.
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N < ! Celebrating Toward Freedom’s
60" Anniversary!

April 24, 2012 — To mark six decades of publishing,
we have put together the following newsletter
highlighting our history, current work and
coverage, and commemorative events. In addition
to the anniversary lecture on TF and African
emancipation in Chicago on May 2, TF is also
organizing, with the Vermont Workers’ Center, a
People’s Convention in Burlington, VT from August
— " 31 - September 2. For more information, visit

W.E.B. DuBois, UK politician James Callaghan, Mary and TowardFreedom.com.
gill Lloyd in Lagos, Nigeria, 1960.
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Print by Toward Freedom contributor Sam Kerson: "Gaza - Betrayed, Lied To and Deceived.”
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6 James Anderson

Toward Freedom commissioned some of

the first freelance articles I authored. Longtime
editor Ben Dangl gave those early pieces the green
light about a decade ago.

Whether it was on-the-ground reporting on
uprisings in Ferguson and St. Louis, a story
drawing parallels between the older Independent

i
[T cut
Media Center in Urbana-Champaign and a .
thenl—nascent Ilnfoshop in Carbonclia.le, Illinois, OgO I nST Thz
\

a reported essay putting union co-ops and

.
workplace democracy in brief historical context, -

or a piece about the solidarity (multistakeholder) g rO I n
co-op model found around Concordia University

campus in Montreal, Ben and TF gave me the
opportunity to write about what was understood
as socially significant by many of the oft-neglected
people whose actions and voices I tried to
foreground in my features.

Independent Media Center in Urbana-Champaign, IL
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Ben and TF gave me encouragement, and a bit
of compensation, to explore, cover and in some
small way contribute to what I was passionate
about.

Notions of newsworthiness at TF differed

from the conventional editorial “news sense”
operative at a number of publications. While
what many decision-makers at other media
organizations continue to consider “newsy”
tends to reproduce worldviews that normalize
unnecessary disparities and legitimize
community-damaging stratifications of social
power, TF cut against the grain. Ben, as well as
other TF contributors and supporters, valued
research, voices, narratives and empirically
verified facts presented in accessible, engaging
ways that exposed and unpacked recurring
problems with the established order. They
valued written accounts of how people around
the world were working together, in meaningful
if often under-acknowledged ways, to assert
control over their own lives and reconfigure
relations of power — the power relations so
many corporate outlets took (and take) for

granted. The people who undergirded Toward
Freedom valued journalists interested in a
different kind of news, and who endeavored

to investigate and do justice to some of

the aforementioned, and they valued the
perspectives and efforts of individuals acting in
concert to make that different sort of news.

As folks who made TF a source for edifying
news no doubt understood, those writers and
movement-makers can be one and the same.

Ben and TF afforded me the chance to actively
participate in a mutually empowering,
formative movement, well, Toward Freedom.
Here’s hoping what we shared enables us to
co-create similarly indelible, transformative
experiences going forward.
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/" Thulani Mpofu

BaTonga woman from a community displaced by the construction of the Kariba dam

In July 2022 I pitched a story to Toward
Freedom. Having read the website several
times and gotten the idea that it reported
mainly on the struggles of the people in the
Global South, I felt that a story from Zimbabwe
about a small tribe that has struggled for
access to clean water since the late 1950s
would fit the bill.

For centuries, the BaTonga people lived along
the Zambezi River, one of the continent’s
longest, growing crops on its floodplains,
drawing drinking water from, and fishing on it.

A Rhodesian government project to build the
world’s largest man-made lake, Kariba, led
to their forced removals in the late 1950s
and resettlement in arid places. The colonial
government came up with laws preventing

the tribe from accessing the river and dam
for fishing and drinking. At independence in
1980, Zimbabwe maintained these colonial
laws.

The Kariba Dam generates electricity for the
country as well as for neighboring Zambia,
but the BaTonga people, among the poorest in
the country, don’t have access to it. Indeed,
theirs is a story of total dispossession without
compensation and a persistent struggle for
water rights and overall human dignity.

I was attracted to Toward Freedom because

of its unflinching and long-term coverage of
underdogs, their struggles against colonialism,
apartheid and more contemporary
oppressions, and their victories that the
mainstream media tends to cover thinly, or
ignore outright.
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Rather unexpectedly, I received an email

from Toward Freedom in February 2023, with
the message that I could go ahead with the
story. I happily did it and it was published in
May. As soon as that piece was published, I
sent two more pitches as I was optimistic of a
growing professional relationship, but sadly
the BaTonga feature was to be my first and last
story for Toward Freedom. It felt like crashing
on take-off. Quite painful it was.

Professionally, I learnt a lot from my brief
working relationship with the publication.
Editor Julie Varughese was thorough in her
editing. She wants points to be presented
clearly and in the simplest language. She
wants the other side of a story to be given
their chance to speak in it. Itold myself that
that was professional of her, but at the same
time, told myself too that a publication that

campaigned for social justice, freedom and
advanced fairness supported her to be like
that.

Who will fill the gap that Toward Freedom has
left? Who will make it their core business to
cover the struggle by Palestine and who will
articulate the harm associated with mounting
sovereign debts in the Global South?

Will anyone be bothered as Bill Lloyd was in
1952%? And as those who inherited the project
were until July 20, 2023?

Kariba dam, Zimbabwe
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It was an amazing privilege to
have edited an international
affairs newsletter while living
in Vermont. I was able to con-
nect with the wide world from
an office on College Street in
Burlington at a time when the
internet was still something of
a novelty and desktop com-
puters were bulky and balky.
Working with writers from
many countries who had deep
understandings of a variety of
issues made the job particu-
larly satisfying.

Toward Freedom was a, pio-
neer in bringing US readers
information about the indepen-
dence movements that re-
shaped Africa, Asia and Latin
America and changed the his-
tory of the world. I was always
conscious of that history and

was determined to continue
providing readers with news
and analyses they could not
find anywhere else. I also
sought to advance the news-
letter's mission of presenting
"a, progressive perspective on
world events," while encourag-
ing independent thinking on
the part of readers and writers
alike.

The dedication of TF's board
members and advisors served
as a source of inspiration
every time I sat down at the
keyboard. We worked jointly to
extend the newsletter's reach
and to maximize its impact
despite ever-present budget
limitations. I'm grateful and
proud to have contributed to
the legacy of this unique publi-
cation.
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7 Paula Routly

Iworked as an arts journalist in Vermont before moving to a remote part of Uganda. I tried to
arrange a couple of gigs before I left, but no U.S. newspaper that I contacted was interested.
When I came back home in 1990, I was disappointed but not surprised to discover there was
little interest in the part of the world I had just spent two years observing.

I was so grateful to find a job at Toward Freedom, where I worked with kindred spirits to dis-
seminate information about Africa that no one else was reporting. It helped me ease back into
a countrya whose residents don’t care about much of anything beyond its borders. At TF, I en-
countered the challenges of marketing a, subscription publication -- another version of the ques-
tion, “How do we make people care?” The lessons I learned working with Robin, Greg and Kevin
helped me launch a successful weekly newspaper in Burlington with another Toward Freedom
alum, Pamela Polston.

Ugandan women miners
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O Charlotte Dennett

It is my honor to bring my
reflections on serving as past
interim editor for Toward Freedom from
October 2020 to May, 2021. Despite working in
the background, each editor brings his or her
own stamp and influence to a publication.

My editorship coincided with what now can be
recognized as huge, history-making events.
These included: Donald Trump’s Presidential
defeat in November 2020; the January 6, 2021
assault on the capitol (mow confirmed as a coup
attempt); COVID 19’s continued onslaught;

the reinvigoration of the Black Lives Matter
movement after the death of George Floyd; and
the rise of the right wing in the United States
based on claims of voter fraud, similar to tac-
tics used by right wing movements abroad.

These events are reflected in the articles of

TF, seen through the eyes of writers from the
Global South as well as independent journal-
ists in the Global North. Other trends chron-
icled during this period include the horrific
hurricanes in Nicaragua and Honduras - cli-
mate change precursors to this year’s cata-
clysmic summer in the US that saw massive
wildfires, drought, tornados, floods, mudslides,
and deadly heat waves during the hottest sum-
mer on record.
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Map of pipeline systems in Eastern Europe

TFalso covered ongoing proxy wars between
giant petro powers. For example, in Nagorno-
Karabakh, between Armenian and Azerbaijani
forces, about which I wrote, “the conflict is
being carefully watched for two reasons: 1) its
potential to spread beyond its borders; and, &)
an underlying energy war between Russia, the
US, and the European Union.”

The connection between oil and this century’s
endless wars is heavily censored out of US
mainstream media. However, it can be found
if you look hard enough. I therefore found it
incumbent upon as editor to guide some of TF's
Jjournalists in Africa to explore this connec-
tion when their own news media kept oil out of
the local press. As Ugandan journalist Charles
Wachira revealed in his articles, the “Great
Game for Oil” is now on steroids in east Africa,
much of which lies opposite the Red Sea—and
Saudi Arabia. And Eric Agnero, writing about
his native Cote d’Ivoire, revealed that cocoa,
long the most prized and exploited resource of
the country, now had a competitor in oil.

In my final blog post as editor, Moving on, Re-
flecting Back, I confessed that, “I came to this
job with a geopolitical perspective, one which is
followed by most world powers as they sur-
vey entire regions for riches...” What were the
most sought-after riches of any given time?
That’s worth a long article in itself. As for the
early 21st century, “If you want to understand
the many wars that have swept through the
Middle East, Central Asia, and now Africa,

you need only to follow the pipelines and the
oil schemes taking place right now. All this,
despite promises by Big Oil to invest in alterna-
tive energy to slow down climate change.”

We are now living in a pivotal time in world
history, with no end in sight for the war in
Ukraine, and the threat of nuclear annihila-
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Crash site

THE CRASH OF
FLIGHT 3804

A LOST SPY, A DAUGHTER'S QUEST,
AND THE DEADLY POLITICS OF THE
GREAT GAME FOR OIL

CHARLOTTE DENNETT

FOREWORD BY DANIEL C, DENNETT, 11}
READ BY TIA RIDER

tion looming ever larger. Profits of the energy,
weapons manufacturing, and big banking sec-
tors are soaring, while the living standards of
everyday people are sinking, democracies are
suffering under the weight of growing fascist
movements, and Al is threatening human
extinction if safeguards aren’t put in place.
Where will it all end?

It is truly sad that Toward Freedom, like many
other online news outlets, must close down
now for lack of sustainable funding, when its
independent voices are needed more than ever.
For 71 years, TFhas chronicled the otherwise
unheard voices of people struggling against co-
lonialism and neocolonialism around the world
thanks to the dedication of its founder, William
Bross Lloyd, and his daughter Robin Lloyd.

As such, it will be valued as a rich historical
resource for future generations.
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Paul Buhle

My connection with Toward Freedom was slight, as an occasional contributor and admirer. I
was also in contact with various members of the Lloyd family including a good friend, Jesse
Lloyd O’Connor, married to Harvey O’Connor of Little Compton, Rhode Island. By a pleasing
irony, my sister lives within a block of the old Lloyd House in Winnetka, Illinois. As a local
librarian until her retirement, she had issues of Toward Freedom on display for all visitors to
see.

As a small publication, it had a large role in supporting the struggles of the Global South, before
and after formal independence. As the authorized biographer of C.L.R. James, I looked to
Toward Freedom again and again.

Much credit to Robin Lloyd and Greg Guma,, among others, for continuing the work of Bill Lloyd
so long ago, in the dark era of McCarthyism.

A GRAPHIC HISTORY EDITED BY PAUL BUHLE AND DAVID BERGER
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2 Mohammed' tingiem

Toward Freedom was my

first home as a writer. When

I wrote for Toward Freedoin,
many years ago, I was only
beginning to explore the
question of self-determination
in a world that has yet to be
fully decolonised. I was not

a superstar, only a little less
mediocre than I am now. I was
just a young man trying to
make sense of the world, who
felt compelled to reason by the
disappointment of the mar-
tyrs who died for our cause.
In Sudan we have a saying,
our martyrs never die, they
live with revolutionaries. How
many martyrs have written
for Toward Freedom?

When I wrote for TF, not un-
like today, I was trying to
make sense of the bourgeoisie
in Africa. I did this for their
antithesis - the forgotten ones
- the women who toiled away

in the informal fringes of the
African slum, or the entire
villages displaced by rent-
seeking elites and their reified
transnational capital allies.
In the post-colonial world,
whether our elites speak the
gospel of free-market capital-
ism, or wave a red flag, our
elite, their ugly imitation of
the European ruling elites is
living proof that decolonisa-
tion is unfinished business.
“The weight of dead gen-
erations”, Marx once wrote,
“weighs like a nightmare on
the brains of the living.”

Toward Freedom, then, pro-
vides the annals of an inter-
generational discussion and
debate on the very question
of decolonisation - what is it
and what is to be done? Even
when the magazine changed
tack and cast off in a differ-
ent direction than I would

have preferred, it never lost
its identity ass a magazine
dedicated to the cause of
anti-imperialism. And to be
clear, that means that it was
a magazine dedicated to the
cause of humanity.

In between the years that I
have written and now, I had
the honor of joining the Suda-
nese revolution while my wife,
a fellow author at Toward
Freedom, witnessed the fall

of Pinochet in Chile. These

are turbulent times, and of
course, the colonial ghost has
swooped down his scythe once
more to crush our dreams

for Chile and Sudan. But

the struggle goes on. For 71
years, Toward Freedom dedi-
cated itself to the unfinished
business, in that respect, it
leaves us too early.
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Anti-NATO postering in Chicago, 2012

I had never heard of Toward Freedom when my
friend Benjamin Dangl became editor. We had
only been out of college for a couple years and
the taste of teargas still lingered in the back

of our throats from protests against corporate
globalization and the Iraq War.

It was 8005 and I had been shifting my atten-
tion from the oppressive systems we had been
fighting against in the streets to radical alter-
natives, to another world we knew was pos-
sible: Yes, toward freedom.

I had just started a project interviewing art-
ists and activists about the collective dilemma,
of following our passions while surviving in a
capitalist society. This would eventually turn
into a weekly radio show called Valley Free
Radio in Northampton, Massachusetts. But
my first outlet for sharing these ideas with

15 Matt Dineen

Anti-NATO march in Chicago, 2012

the world was Toward Freedom. I am forever
grateful to Ben for publishing my conversa-
tions with people who were actively building
a new society and also my own essays about
struggling to transcend the capitalist impera-
tives of survival. Toward Freedom helped
amplify my vision of collective liberation in
dialogue with organizers and visionaries who
inspired me to keep building that new world,
together.

Over the years, I was able to publish several
interviews, articles, and book reviews. This
allowed me to stay connected to the global jus-
tice movement that has sustained well beyond
the so-called War on Terror. And even though
it is no longer actively publishing, Toward
Freedom will live on too.
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4 Nq’rcho fajordo

As a modest contributor and a short-term
board member of Toward Freedom, 1 join in the
remembrance and celebration of a news outlet
which brought perspectives from below, from
the sides ... anywhere but from above.

Robin Lloyd and I met during my years at
University of Vermont as a member of Students
For Peace and Global Justice. She was a local
staple in social justice campaigns, particularly
around solidarity with Latin America. Years
later, in 2009, she supported my research on
transnational mining projects in Colombia,
inviting me to write about it for Toward Free-
dom. So began my involvement with this plat-
form.

I later met Ben Dangl through Migrant Justice,
my political home which he deeply supported.
Having written about indigenous resistance in
Southern Colombia and being active in the Bur-
lington comnmunity, in 2012/13 Ben asked me
to join the TFboard. I nervously accepted, as
I’'m not a journalist and my life was consumed
by Migrant Justice endeavors. I remember the

board meetings at Robin’s dining table on Ma-
ple St. with Sam Mayfield, Ben, and other labor
and journalist folks, where we brainstormed
guest authors, topics, and fundraising avenues.

While short, my time on the board taught me

a little about how journalism on a shoestring
works, when the desire to tell untold struggles,
feats and defeats fuel the commitment of those
with the gift of the written word. I thank
Robin, Ben and Sam in particular for that com-
mitment.

I continued to be an occasional T'F reader,
learning about struggles from Eritrea to Boliv-
ia, Burope to Asia. Sharing articles with those
I knew would read with appreciation.

It’s sad to lose this independent, Vermont-made
source of global news. May the torch be carried
by new generations and their new tech and
communication tools, and may all of us be part
of this torch by supporting, sharing and, why
not, writing for the new news outlets.
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5> Brandon Jordan

I am deeply grateful for Toward Freedom be-
ing a home for the stories of people joining

together and making a difference in the face of

despair and grief. Toward Freedom is not just
the name of the publication, it is also a reflec-
tion of the work published. The stories written
and the interviews conducted all center on the
idea of wanting to move toward freedom from
hate, from oppression, from exploitation, and
from despair.

The end of Toward Freedom should not be
interpreted as the extinguishing of a light in
the world. The stories in Toward Freedom live
on to inspire others. Anyone can learn and be

f Choquec Not Pipelings

FLp oN INDIGENOUS RIGHT?

Canadians rally against Kinder Morgan’s project over
problems such as lack of consent from
Indigenous communities in 2018

inspired to act. Toward Freedom's existence
for over 70 years is a testament to the power
of people to come together and make change.
That will still exist, and there will always be
the desire to listen and share stories of mak-
ing a difference.

I am grateful that I was able to call Toward
Freedom a home for the stories that I found
and wanted to share with the world. As a
person in his early 20s at the time, I certainly
understood the value of people-driven change.
I remember the many conversations I've had
with strangers across the world about actions
they were committed to and were willing to
share through Toward Freedom. It was To-
ward Freedom that was able to connect read-
ers with these activists who felt they were able
to make a change.

While I no longer consider myself a journal-

ist, I still cherish and value the importance

of organizing and making a difference. I have
done that on a few occasions and realized the
importance of commmunity. It was Toward Free-
dom that helped me as part of that journey.

I will miss Toward Freedom, yet I know its
memory lives on to inspire the next generation
of journalists who share the stories that can
make g difference in our lives.
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6 Orin Longelle

I’'ve had many articles and two photo covers published in Toward Freedom. TF helped me get
press accreditation to get inside the 2003 WTO Ministerial Conference in Cancun, the 2004
UN Climate Conference in Buenos Aires, as well as several other key events. This enabled me
to document the resistance occurring inside and outside of these meetings, and to write on-
the-ground articles, which together helped expose the way these meetings further the unjust
neoliberal model. TFwas crucial in enabling me and my organization Global Justice Ecology
Project to reach a wide audience with our analysis and my photos. Reminiscing and going
through photos from that period brings back so many memories of TF!

I am sad to see the end of TF. It was truly one of a kind.

Police prepare to fire rubber bullets on
protesters in Miami, FL during a demonstration
against the Free Trade Area of the Americas
(FTAA) summit (R003)

Following a permitted mass-march on
November 20, 2003, police clashed with
protesters on the streets of Miami. Police used
tear gas, rubber bullets, electronic tasers

and other less-lethal weapons to attack the
protesters. Many protesters and bystanders
were injured.

An estimated 20,000 or more marched that day
in Miami against the FTAA. Trade ministers
from 34 countries had come there to negotiate
a new neoliberal trade agreement that would
stretch from Alaska to Chile encompassing all
of the Americas, except for Cuba.

Robert Zellick, then U.S. Trade Representative,
seemed to have ‘eyes wide shut’ while
addressing the WTO Ministerial Assembly in
Cancun, Mexico (R003)

Thousands of protesters, the majority

farmers, were joined by Indigenous peoples,
labor and students to protest in the streets of
Cancun, Mexico in September 2003 against
the WTO. Protests also occurred inside the
WTO conference after a South Korean farmer,
Lee Kyoung Hae, 56 years old and father of
two, committed suicide while he was on top

of one of the wire barricades outside of the
convention center. The entire meetings were
overshadowed by the slogan, “The WTO Kills
Farmers,” and the talks collapsed. The collapse
of the Cancun talks were viewed as a victory
for developing countries including Brazil, India,
China, South Africa, Nigeria, ESypt and other
nations.
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I/ Renz Wadlow

Mediation in Conflict Resolution Efforts: A Vision of Bill Lloyd and Toward freedom

I came to know Bill Lloyd and the publications
of Toward Freedom in 1956 when I began
graduate work in international relations at the
University of Chicago. I had been participating
by sending ideas to a monthly discussion
bulletin which was edited in Chicago by Everett
Millard. Everett asked me to play a more
active role by helping to edit the discussion
bulletin called CURE - Conference Upon
Research and Education in World Government.
Discussion and some editing was done once a
month at a lunch in downtown Chicago with
Everett Millard, Bill Lloyd and myself.

Bill Lloyd and his whole family were active in
the world federalist/world citizen movement,
although his focus was on the process of
decolonization and the role that newly
independent countries would play.

At Princeton where I had done my
undergraduate studies, I also met Homer Jack,
minister of the Unitarian Church of Evanston,
not far from where both Millard and Lloyd
lived. Homer Jack had gone to the conference
of newly independent countries in Bandung

in April 1955. His report was published as a
booklet by Toward Freedom. Two thousand
delegates, journalists and observers had
descended on the mountain city built as a
vacation place for the families of the Dutch
colonials. Zhou Enlai of China and Jawaharlal
Nehru of India were the stars of the show
which set the stage for the later non-aligned
movement.

If Bandung was the most eventful meeting of
1955, there was also the eventful meeting not
held, which was largely the focus of the CURE
bulletin. World Federalists and World Citizens
had been working since 1953 on the belief
that a conference on the revision of the United
Nations Charter would be held in 1955 as had
been promised and written into the UN Charter
in 1945. The idea was that after 10 years there
should be a review of how the UN worked, and
if needs be, revisions made.

A good deal of effort was put into an analysis
of the changes necessary to make the UN
more closely into a world federation. However,
the promise of a review of the Charter was
interpreted by the leading governments to
mean that the topic of a Charter Review would
be put on the UN agenda for 1955 but not that
such a review would actually be held.

Both the US and the USSR did not want a
Charter Review, fearing that their past actions
would be open to criticism. Thus a Charter
Review was swept under the rug, never to
appear again. In compensation, a number of
countries whose memberships were blocked
either by the US or the USSR were given
membership.

Thus, what could be done to strengthen the

UN without a Charter Revision became the
focus of the CURE bulletin. As one contributor,
Peter Cooper, wrote, "Our greatest obstacle to
effective world law to prevent war is the lack of

TOWARD FREEDOM

a progressive perspective on world events since 1952
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dynamic leadership - leaders with the vision, ability, courage and motivational drive to move
ahead to overcome inertia which is inherent in all change."

The CURE discussions were pulled together
5200 by Edward Lee Millard as a book that

Everont Lae Millord consisted largely of quotations from the

monthly bulletin and published as Freedom

in a Federal World (New York: Oceana
Publications, Inc, 1959, 224pp.) Bill Lloyd
and I played a role in editing. The book ends

with a list of all those who had contributed
ideas, a good cross section of the World
Federalist/World Citizen movement as it was
in the mid-1950s. Some, like Homer Jack,
also wrote for Toward Freedom.

I left Chicago in 1958 only to return in the
mid-1960s having married a woman from
Evanston whose parents were professors

at Northwestern University. I had worked

for the Ministry of Education of Gabon,
Equatorial Africa. After a change in
government, I moved to Geneva, Switzerland

to teach in an institute created to train

Nd Boviesd Towos African diplomats. Later we expanded
our field of interest to socio-economic
Mow we omm leare ie Sva is prene development and became the Graduate

oot Bharty by Moo of wertd low Institute of Development Studies.

An Oceana Publication I had kept in written contact with Bill
Lloyd and had written a few pieces on
African politics for Toward Freedom.
Based in Geneva, I was at the heart of one of Bill Lloyd's major interests: The role of mediation
in the resolution of conflicts. Late in 1958, Bill Lloyd had published Waging Peace: The Swiss
Experience. In his book on the creation of the Swiss Confederation, he stressed the role that
neutral cantons played in the development of the Confederation when difficulties or conflicts
arose. Some cantons were constitutionally neutral and trained mediators for use when needed.

Bill Lloyd saw how this pattern could now be applied at the world level. Switzerland itself
could play such a neutral role, not then being a, member of the UN. However, the Geneva-based
International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC) had trained mediators and was designated
to uphold the Geneva Conventions of International Humanitarian Law. I had participated in an
ICRC working group during the Nigeria-Biafra civil war, 1968-1972 and later helped to write a
handbook on humanitarian law for use in Africa.

The vision of mediation in conflict resolution was an important contribution of Bill Lloyd. The
need is still there.
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8 Gnoka Lagoke

Joward freedom: A Gold Mine —

I discovered the archives of Toward
Freedom, which turned out to be a real
gold mine when I was invited to speak on
Pan-Africanism, in Burlington, VT during
Africa Day, in May, 2023. The material
greatly helped me improve my research
on the first Pan-African gathering:

The All-African People’s Conference
(AAPC) that took place in Accra, Ghana
from December 8 to 13, 1958, under

the leadership of George Padmore and
Kwame Nkrumah.

I was seeking documents and reports of
eyewitnesses, such as Homer A. Jack. I had
come across the name of Homer A. Jack as a
participant of the conference. I learned from
Toward Freedom’s Robin Lloyd that Homer
A. Jack was a friend of her father, William
Lloyd, the founder of Toward Freedom. She
added that Homer A. Jack was a regular
contributor to Toward Freedom, and that the
archives of the newspaper were in her house.
I received the news with excitement coupled
with gratitude. On the eve of my departure
from Burlington, I spent 7 hours going through
the archives in order to locate the AAPC-
related articles and other useful and relevant
documents.

———

YT I AFRICA MUST BRE FREE!

All-African People’s Conference in Accra, Ghana 1958

I made approximately 300 photocopies.

This information qualitatively improved my
research and brought me new ingsights. One of
my goals in writing the text on the AAPC was
to shed light on the first major Pan-African
gathering on the continent of Africa and to
give an account of the people and agencies that
played an active role in the struggle for the
decolonization of Africa.

My research seeks to bring to light the
contributions - lost in dusty archives - of
agencies such as Toward Freedom and others.
My research on the AAPC is an effort of
historical archeology that led me to
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discover Toward Freedom and to an
excavation of the historical artifacts
that it contains. I owe a debt of
gratitude to Toward Freedom, which
played a pioneering role during the
period of decolonization and the Non-
Aligned Movement. Its archives will
be the compass for any researcher
interested in uncovering another
side of the debates about Cold War
politics. I pledge to contribute to the
consolidation of the historical and
political legacy of Toward Freedom.
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“By 1993, the once-modest newsletter had grown into a
24-page magazine that published more than 100 exclusive
reports a year. The Utne Reader repeatedly cited it as one
of the best alternative magazines covering international
affairs. The next phase of globalization was just exploding.
In Mexico, the Zapatistas emerged dramatically in
response to the North American Free Trade Agreement.
Africa was re-stabilizing after the end of apartheid in
South Africa. And around the world indigenous resistance
to ‘structural adjustment’ programs was percolating.”

Former Editor Greg Guma,

“As editor, it was an honor to guide the publication’s
coverage of such tumultuous events such as the Arab
Spring, Occupy Wall Street, the Black Lives Matter
movement, and the 21st century rise of leftist movements
and governments in Latin America. I worked from my
downtown Burlington, VT office with writers resisting
dictatorships in Africa, covering workers movements in
India, participating in struggles against neo-fascism in
Europe and the US, and standing on the front lines against
logging in the Amazon.

“We proudly received letters from US embassies and
corporate PR firms denouncing our writers’ coverage of the
disasters wrought by imperialism and global capitalism.
When our reporting contributed to a movement victory,

we celebrated the proof that independent media can help
make a better world.”

Former Editor Ben Dangl
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